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Herseth Sandlin Secures $2.5 Million in Funding for Agriculture Priorities

                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

HERSETH                              SANDLIN SECURES $2.5 MILLION IN FUNDING FOR AGRICULTURE                              PRIORITIES

Washington,                              DC- Today, the House of Representatives approved                              legislation to provide funding through 2010 for critical                              agriculture and rural development priorities. Rep.                              Herseth Sandlin, who joined with a majority of her                              colleagues in supporting H.R. 2997, the Agriculture,                              Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration Appropriations                              Act, secured over $2.5 million for important agriculture-related                              projects in South Dakota. 

“The                              funding approved today supports important research                              projects at South Dakota State University (SDSU) that                              ultimately serve to improve crop yields and encourage                              economic development in rural communities,”                              Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “I’m proud                              to once again support these projects and will continue                              to advocate for their inclusion in any legislation                              that ultimately becomes law.”
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Funding                              requested by Herseth Sandlin included in the bill:

•                              $1.131 million for Biomass Crop Production research                              at the Ag Research Service Lab at SDSU
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                             • $258,000 for Crop Integration and Production                              research at SDSU
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                             • $434,000 for Ruminant Nutrition Consortium                              at SDSU
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                             • $282,000 for Seed Technology Research at SDSU
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                             • $401,000 for International Arid Lands Consortium

The bill                              also provides $3 million in funding for the Sun Grant                              Initiative, administered by SDSU, which was authorized                              as a federal program through the Farm Bill passed                              last year. 

“The                              Sun Grant Initiative conducts important research that                              holds tremendous potential to improve our nation’s                              supply of renewable energy,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin                              said. “Now that the Sun Grant Initiative is                              recognized as a federal program under the Farm Bill,                              it will enjoy a greater degree of funding stability,                              ultimately improving its ability to contribute to                              our country’s changing energy economy.”                              
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